[Factors related to cigarette-smoking among adolescent students of the city of Medellin].
A study was conducted in a random sample of 600 eleventh-grade students to determine the correlation between cigarette smoking and various other factors. Logistic regression analysis was used to evaluate the different variables related to smoking. These included, in order of importance: smoking by peers, impulsiveness, smoking by best friend, sex, and self-evaluation of academic performance. A slight inverse correlation was found between smoking and negative attitudes toward cigarette smoking, knowledge of its harmful effects, and frequent participation in sports. No correlation was found between smoking and the students' self-esteem or type-A behavior patterns. The cigarette consumption information provided by the students was validated by means of laboratory tests.